Junior League of Memphis Transforms

Playscape into Playscape Park at

The Children’s Museum of Memphis


MEMPHIS, Tenn. (August 16, 2005) – The museum’s Playscape exhibit is undergoing a facelift and name change thanks to the Junior League of Memphis, the original exhibit sponsor. The Grand Re-opening of this resident Cityscape exhibit will take place Thursday, September 8, at 10:30 am. Playscape has been a part of the museum since it opened in 1990. Currently the exhibit is a separate play area that welcomes children from birth to age four. It provides small children with a safe, yet stimulating environment to play and learn. A tree house, child-size cottage and texture trees on which children change the leaves to represent the various seasons are the exhibit highlights. The painted trees that line this miniature neighborhood were created by Memphis artist Nancy Cheairs. These trees are replicas of the unique trees found in her landscape paintings.

“Playscape has always been a favorite with the younger set and their parents,” said Judy Caldwell, CMOM executive director. “We are grateful to the Junior League of Memphis for their support to make the exhibit even more engaging and educational.”

On September 8, Playscape will get a new name and become Playscape Park. New and upgraded components and activities include:

         Basketball goal

         Concession stand with awning and changeable menu

         Climbing structure

         Puppet theater

         Hopscotch court

         “Water” pool

         Fishing poles and fish

         Park animals seats

         Chef outfits, grill, cash register and cooking tools

“The Junior League of Memphis strives to have an impact on the development and well-being of children in Memphis,” said Courtney Murrah, Junior League of Memphis president.  “We are proud to continue our long-term partnership with CMOM to provide this educational experience for Memphis’ youngest citizens.”
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Playscape Park is included with museum admission. The exhibit is sponsored by the Junior League of Memphis.  The Junior League of Memphis is an organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women, and improving communities through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable. For more than 81 years, the Junior League of Memphis has provided in excess of 4,000,000 volunteer hours and $4,000,000 to address the critical needs of the Mid-South community. For more information about Junior League call (901) 452-2151 or visit www.jlmemphis.org.

A private, non-profit organization, The Children’s Museum of Memphis creates memorable learning experiences through the joy of play in hands-on exhibits and programs. Core values: the intersection of play and hands-on learning; a positive impact on the community; a positive family experience; a complement to classroom education; inclusiveness; excellent customer service; nurturing appropriate partnerships in the community; and following the best practices of the children’s museum field. Located at 2525 Central Avenue, the museum is open Tuesday-Saturday, 9 am-5 pm, and Sunday, 12-5 pm. Admission is $6 for children (1-12) and seniors (62+), $7 for adults and free for museum members. For more information, call 901-458-2678 or the information line at 901-320-3170. The museum’s web site at www.cmom.com has a coupon and current information.
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